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Summaries

Essay on Shokei Noguchi

Akira Hirabayashi

Shokei Noguchi (1878-1945) was the only daughter of Shohin Noguchi, a Nanga School painter
representative of the modern era. Shokei learned to paint from her mother and after her first exhibition
for the Japanese Art Association at age 14, she would continue to exhibit there. She married another
painter of the Nanga School, Suiun Komuro, at age 25, and withdrew from public life, but in 1911, after
seperating from her husband, she exhibited works once more for the Association, and was awarded
First Merit in that show. She returned to her painting career after that, and also become a member
of the Association’s selection committee. She passed away at age 67 on April 2, 1945, a date that was
strangely just three days after her estranged husband, Suiun, passed away. When speaking of modern
art history in Japan, more has been written about her roles within the lives of her mother, Shohin, and
Suiun, the man to whom she was briefly married. It can be argued, however, that Shokei had a very
refined technique and has left an excellent body of work. Not much has been written about her as an
artist in her own right.

This essay shall chronologically review the contributions of Shokei and examine the more than thirty
works and written materials from the Noguchi family. This essay will also consider her body of work
from a focus on what we have here in our museum's collection. It shall attempt to shed more light
on the details of Shokei's body of work which, until now, has largely remained in the shadow of her
formidably talented mother, Shohin.
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Research notes :
The Deer by the Rivulet by Gustave Courbet

Monami Morikawa

The c. 1864 work by Gustave Courbet, The Deer by the Rivulet, in the collection of the Yamanashi
Prefectural Museum of Art, depicts the moment a stag, pursued by a hunter, is about to leap into a
stream, within a glade surrounded by rich green trees. In reviewing previous notes on this work, we
can see that Courbet has used deer as a major motif in other works as well, including his 1861 work,
Le Cerf a !'eau, housed in the Musée de Marseilles, and the 1861 work, Le rut de printemps, housed
in the Musée d'Orsay. In addition to recognizing once again Courbet's awareness of Landseer, the
19th century English painter of animals in whose work deer figure prominently, we can also see how
Courbet has built further on the lineal connections in his work to that of 18th century French painters
like Desportes and Oudry, who were known for their hunting paintings. One of the key characteristics
of this painting is the unique way in which the deer has been depicted as the sole moving thing within
the tranquil forest, and the tension that it creates. Further review is needed to assess the connection
between animals and their landscapes in works by Courbet.
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Research notes on Bouquet (1911) by Marc Chagall : Stylistic
characteristics and recurring motifs

Kana Shimohigashi

Marc Chagall (1887-1985) left his birthplace, Vitebsk, in 1911, when he was 24 years old. He visited
Paris for the first time, which was, at that time, a destination for many artists. His work in our
collection, Bouquet, depicting a bouquet of flowers in a white vase, was painted shortly after Chagall
moved to Paris. These notes begin by focusing on the use of color and decorative elements within the
work, examining the stylistic characteristics of works around the year 1911. We will go on to see how
Chagall continued to use the motifs visible in Bouquet, in his paintings throughout the course of his life.
Bouquets, for Chagall, particularly symbolize his love for his first wife, Bella. He also continued to paint
red animals as a symbol for himself and his nostalgia. While both of these remained important motifs
for Chagall over the course of his artistic career, this work is representative of his early period. These
notes shall attempt to place Bouquet within Chagall's body of work from both stylistic and motif-related
perspectives.
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Research Notes
The Story that Unravels from the provenance of a piece of art:

The Vanderbilt Collection and The Sower
Rei Kozakai

The Sower, a painting by Jean-Francois Millet, was purchased by Yamanashi Prefecture in 1977 and
then added to the museum’s collection the following year. The painting is the first of Millet's major
works to have been done after his move to the village of Barbizon, outside of Paris, which served as
the center of his activity as a painter throughout his life. The work takes as its motif a local farmer,
and expresses his human form as living powerfully on the land. This work is also representative of
Millet's greater body of work, as he was known as a painter of farmers, and the work subsequently
inspired painters like Van Gogh.

After its completion in 1850, the painting remained with Alfred Sensier, who had been both a close
friend and then the biographer of the artist, until 1873. The painting then made its way to the United
States where it was purchased by wealthy New Yorker William H. Vanderbilt, who had already
amassed many works of art. The painting remained in the possession of the Vanderbilt family until
1945.

Vanderbilt's vast collection was important not only because it brought together a large number of
contemporary European pieces within the United States but also because it was a private collection
made available to view by a large number of the public, both when Vanderbilt opened his home to
viewings between 1882 and 1884 and when part of the collection was loaned to the Metropolitan
Museum of Art to be displayed between 1902 and 1919.

This essay shall focus on the history of The Sower, specific to its time within the Vanderbilt
Collection, and shall endeavor to unravel the story within the work from that aspect of its provenance.
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