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Summaries

KURITA Koichi—Before “Encountering” Soil

OTA Tomoko

In 2020, a special exhibition “KURITA Koichi X SUDA Yoshihiro —Contentment in the details—" was
held at Yamanashi Prefectural Museum of Art. Kurita presented his installation Soi/ Library, which
features soil collected from around Japan over the course of 30 years. The works Kurita displayed
in the special exhibition spoke of the diversity of soil, however we were not able to introduce the
various forms of expression he had explored before coming to that material. It is very important that
the stances taken in his soil-based works can be consistenly traced even from early on in his career,
and that his attempting of many things through encounters with people is connected to his lifework
with soil. In particular, physical expressions taking place in the forest or at the ocean, devoting half
of the year to traveling to various parts of the world, and the collecting of rocks and soil during those
journeys, form the basis of Kurita's work. Kurita thinks of his own body as fundamental, something
that is equal and unchanging in value like other natural entities, including soil. Moreover, he feels that
the soil of each place could hold the bodies of the people who lived in that land. It is when Kurita, an
artist with such perspectives, “encounters” soil from all over the world, that the almost surprisingly
intrisic beauty of soil is presented.
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Research notes
The role of art museums in relation to healthcare professionals,
centering on examples from North America

SHIMOHIGASHI Kana

The effects of the arts on mind and body have been researched and put to positive use for a decades,
but in recent years, there have been reports that not only recipients of medical treatment and care,
but also health care providers can benefit from coming into contact with the arts. Particularly in
North America, there are many programs provided for medical students and healthcare professionals,
which have been developed through collaborations between medical schools, medical institutions
and neighboring art museums. Among other things, the purpose of these programs is to improve
observational skills, promote empathy, encourage self-reflection, and foster teamwork through art
appreciation. This article describes examples such as that of curriculums developed and practiced by
Harvard Medical School and its affiliated Brigham and Women's Hospital, exploring a new role for art
museums.
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Looking Back on Twenty Years of A Museum Made by Everyone (Minabi)
AMEMIYA Chizuru

Since 1988, the Yamanashi Prefectural Museum of Art has held various programs combining art
appreciation and creation. Among these are “Drawing Millet”, “Essay Contest”, “Writing Contest” and
“Poetry and Drawing Contest”. Such programs were then developed into A Museum Made by Everyone
(also known as Minabi), initiated in 2002 and held for the 20th time in 2021. It has established itself as
a project in which anyone can take part, be they adults or children, people with or without disabilities,
artists or non-artist members of the public.

In this article, we will divide the 20 times that Minab: has taken place into four overall phases,

reflect on them, and verify what has been accomplished, with the intention of utilizing this for
future museum education projects. During the first phase, poetry and artworks were submitted
for exhibiting, while workshops and other events were held. During the second phase, the name of
the project was changed twice—first to New Minabi, then to Fly out from the Museum ! Workshops
for Sowing the Seeds of Art—where workshops were held at various locations around Yamanashi
prefecture. This enabled the participation of those people who lived far away and were unable to
visit the museum in person. The third phase began in 2013, when the project’s original name of
A Museum Made by Everyone was restored. This phase took the form of tackling one main theme
over the course of three years and establishing separate sub-themes in each of those three years.
The fourth phase began in 2019 with the implementation of workshops and exhibitions centered
on artists invited by the museum. This phase has been an ongoing process of trial and error, with
the aim of providing opportunities for visitors and participants to come into contact with art.
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