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Summaries

[Material]
Works Purchased for the Museum’s 45th Anniversary: Koshu Mitake-zu
and Shuen Kinshu-zu by NOGUCHI Shohin

HIRABAYASHI Akira

The Yamanashi Prefectural Museum of Art, which opened in 1978, celebrated its 45th anniversary
this year by purchasing two works of art using the Art Acquisition Fund. The works were Koshu
Mitake-zu and Shuen Kinshu-zu, both by Shohin Noguchi. Shohin Noguchi (1847-1917) was a female
painter who was active from the Meiji to the early Taisho period. She married into the Noguchi family,
the wealthy merchant family that ran Juichiya. After moving to Tokyo, she became active in the
Tokyo art world, including being appointed as a member of the Imperial Household Artists. Painted
in 1893, Koshu Mitake-zu depicts Shosenkyo Gorge, one of the most scenic spots in Yamanashi. It
features Shohin's quintessential blue-green landscape technique. Coincidentally, this year also marks
the 100th anniversary of the designation of Shosenkyo Gorge as a National Place of Scenic Beauty in
1923. Meanwhile, Shuen Kinshu-zu became well-known early on as one of Shohin's flower masterpieces.
It is an essential piece for understanding Shohin's artistic career at the time when she served as an
Imperial Household Artist. Its historical significance lies in the fact that it was given to Prince Naruhisa
Kitashirakawanomiya by Empress Shoken (wife of Emperor Meiji). This paper reports on the details of
these two works and discusses the background of their creation.
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Creative Activities and Works of HAMADA Minoru

MORIKAWA Monami

HAMADA Minoru (1920-2004) was a painter working in oil from Yamanashi. In 1940, he moved
to Tokyo to study under Ichiro Fukuzawa. In 1941, he began exhibiting his work at the Bijutsu
Bunka Art Association exhibition. After the war, he formed an art group called “Salon de Juin” with
YONEKURA Hisahito (1905-1994), another painter from Yamanashi. After leaving the group in 1962,
Hamada never belonged to any other art organization. However, he continued to create and exhibit his
works until around 1990, and about 1,000 pieces remain in his family's home.

It is believed that despite Hamada's prolific creative activities and his works being preserved to
this day, there has never been an opportunity to showcase his entire body of work. With the help of
his son, Reiji Hamada, we had the chance to examine the pieces left behind in his studio. This paper
summarizes Hamada's painting career based on our review of these works and materials. After an
overview of his creative activities, the paper focuses on three points: his research and artistic work in
Okinawa in the 1940s, his artistic work with Salon de Juin in the 1950s, and his artistic work centering
on solo exhibitions in the latter period of his career.
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Exhibition Report
Yamanashi Art Project 2022
SUWA Ayako: TALISMAN in the woods Taste of Circulation Savored in the Organs

SHIMOHIGASHI Kana

Launched in 2020, the Yamanashi Art Project aims to provide a new interpretation of Yamanashi
by having artists create artwork, and to create a connection between the museum and the community
through art. In fiscal 2022, we invited the artist SUWA Ayako, known globally for her ability to elicit
new questions and revelations. The exhibition “Yamanashi Art Project 2022 ‘SUWA Ayako: Talisman
in the woods Taste of Circulation Savored in the Organs ~ was held from Saturday, October 8, to
Sunday, October 30, 2022. In 2019, Suwa opened a studio in Doshi Village, Yamanashi. This is where,
during the COVID-19 pandemic, she began creating the artwork later coined as the “Talisman.” This
work binds together branches and leaves of Japanese cedar and Japanese cypress, which have been
underutilized in the forestry industry. The “Talisman” is her tribute to the forests that are the source
of water for urban areas, and to the foresters who properly care for these forests. This paper is a
report on the exhibition, focusing on the content of the exhibition and also touching on subsequent
developments.
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